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Introduction

Who is NOAA?

• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

• The Commercial Remote Sensing Regulatory Affairs (CRSRA) division regulates commercial remote sensing operations

What is Remote Sensing?

• Collection of data about Earth that can be processed to generate imagery of its surface features

• Imaging man-made objects in space is not considered remote sensing

Why is Licensing Required?

• Ensures national security

• Foreign policy compliance

• U.S. commercial competitiveness
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NOAA’s Role in Commercial Remote Sensing

Legal Framework:

Interagency Coordination:

• Land Remote Sensing Policy Act of 1992

• 51 U.S. § 60101 et seq.

• National and Commercial Space Programs Act

• Recodified the Land Remote Sensing Policy Act of 1992

• 15 CFR Part 960

• NOAA’s Licensing Regulations

• Department of Defense (DoD)

• Department of State

• NASA & Other Agencies, as needed
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Who Needs a Remote Sensing License?

U.S. Companies or Individuals

Are there any Exemptions?

Foreign Entities
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Mission Assurance Exemption

Mission Assurance = Sensing Instruments that are NOT used for Earth Imaging

Exempt from NOAA’s jurisdiction pursuant to 15 CFR 960.2(b)

• Exempt Instruments

• What if a system has a mix of mission assurance instruments and remote sensing instruments?

 Star Trackers

 Sun Sensors & Horizon Sensors

 Cameras used only for deployment monitoring

Note: Exemption applies only if no discernible Earth imaging
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The Licensing Process

Prior to submitting a CRSRA Application, NOAA encourages

+

CRSRA@noaa.gov  or   https://space.commerce.gov/

mailto:CRSRA@noaa.gov


The Licensing Process

• Company Information
• System Description
• Technical Capabilities
• Spacecraft Characteristics
• Ground Station 

Characteristics

License 
Application

• Submit for filing
• Review and coordination
• Begins Processing

•Concerns are assessed
• Determination

•Assign Tier
•No License Required

Review & 
Approval Process

• Maintain compliance
•Annual Certification

• Report updates &/or 
changes

• Follow conditions and 
directives

Compliance & 
Monitoring
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Lessons Learned

• Hosted Payloads

• Artificial Resident Space Objects (ARSO)

• Spectral Range

VS
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Recent Trends & Regulatory Updates

2020 NOAA Regulatory Reforms

Emerging Trends

• Simplified licensing process

• Introduction of the three-tier system based on risk assessment

• Growth of small satellites

• Artificial Intelligence (AI) integration

International Considerations

• Growing competition from global companies

• Stricter compliance and data protection laws
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Key Takeaways

• NOAA regulates commercial remote sensing to protect U.S. security interests

• A remote sensing license is required for imaging Earth, unless exempt under mission assurance

• Compliance is ongoing – licensees must adhere to NOAA regulations

• Three-tier licensing system has streamlined the process, but still requires review
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